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The University[!/Dayton

News Release

PROFILE OF UD'S FRESHMAN CLASS:
IT'S ANOTHER BUMPER CROP
DAYTON, Ohio, August 4, 1989--The University of Dayton has received a
near-record number of applications for its freshman class, with the projected
number of entering black freshmen up nearly 40 percent, according to Richard T.
Ferguson, associate provost for enrollment management.
When the academic year begins August 23, UD will have received a projected
5,730 applications for 1,700 freshman seats.
cations top that mark.

Only last year's 5,844 appli-

In addition, the University expects to enroll 220

upper-level students transferring from other colleges and universities.
Of the new class, nearly a quarter ranked in the top 10 percent of their
high school classes with three-quarters from the top half.

The class will

include 52 valedictorians, 26 salutatorians and 12 National Merit Scholars.
The University of Dayton ranks third among the nation's Catholic universities-just behind the University of Notre Dame and Georgetown University--in the
number of National Merit Scholarship recipients who have enrolled in its
freshman class over the past five years.
"All things considered, this is probably the best overall freshman profile
in the history of the University," Ferguson said.

"We've got the right number,

a good academic balance and have made significant progress in the number of
minority students we've been able to attract."
Ferguson offers this profile of the 1989-90 freshman class:

*

Of the anticipated 75 to 80 incoming black freshmen, more than half
ranked in the top 20 percent of their high school classes, and
three-quarters finished in the top half. About one-third of the
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entering black students have chosen to major in engineering, engineering
technology or science--fields in which minority representation is low.
Last year's freshman class included 54 black students. With this year's
boost, the University will raise its total undergraduate -black freshman
enrollment a full percentage point--from 3 to 4 percent.
* The School of Engineering and the School of Education will receive the
greatest enrollment increases--a projected 7 and 6 percent respectively.
The most popular majors in these divisions are mechanical engineering and
elementary education.
* More than half of the incoming freshmen (56 percent) have enrolled in the
College of Arts and Sciences. The noteworthy increases: communication,
English, interior design, languages, photography, economics, political
science, psychology, social work, geology, human ecology, pre-med,
physics and computer information systems.
* Although UD freshmen are coming from more than 750 secondary schools in
35 states and 10 foreign countries, about 56 percent of the freshman
class will be Ohio residents, with 17 percent from Montgomery and
contiguous counties. About 85 percent of entering freshmen will come
from Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana and
Kentucky.
* Approximately 93 percent of the incoming freshmen, including many
Dayton-area residents, will live on campus.
*For the first time in UD's history, the breakdown of the number of men
and women freshmen is expected to be SO/SO.
* More than 10 percent--or 180 freshmen--are sons or daughters of alumni.
* UD accepted 76 percent of all applicants, one of the lowest acceptance
rates in the University's history. Two years ago, UD accepted 84
percent.
"Our goal is to maintain new freshman enrollment at 1,700, with no more
than a 20- or 25-student variation either way," Ferguson said.
class, we're right on target.

"With this

We are projecting an overall full-time

undergraduate enrollment of between 6,500 and 6,600."
The University of Dayton, Ohio's largest independent university and the
nation's ninth largest Catholic institution of higher learning, was founded in
1850 by the Society of Mary (Marianists), a Roman Catholic teaching order.
Approximately 11,000 undergraduate and graduate students currently attend UD.
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